The cable vs wireless war

o

through Telkom 1o oaher

ang'ethe: *We
h.nc already  established
nine base sations in Nairobi
and we are in the process ol
selting up six more W effec-
tively wrap-up the city. We
are also mlling out in
Mombasa and  ultimately,
other regions”,

To perk up its services,
Flashoom  employs  code
division multiple access
(CDMA) sysiem as opposed
W (SM system commonly
wsed in mobile selephony
services, CDMA is 2 mili-
by techmology first wsed
during World War I by
English allies 1o Fosil

e 4 bampy moad sculpled by constant
changes in technology, government rogu-
lation, and market conditions.

And whereas voice iclephony was ance the
default service of the industry, the transmissbon
of a vasiety of imformarion, inclading data,
eraphics, and video, is gainiag sscendancy.

The inssallation of fibre
Kenyn Dain Network—which transmits I|g|||
sgnals along glass srands. pesmitting faster,
sher capacity transmisgions than those possi-
ble with traditional copper wire lines—is cnly
| pant of the changing landscape. In the last few
| years, networks of radie lowers providing wire-
J e wlecommunications services have becn the
buze. .

It i the portability of communication gadg
eis that has become the obvious and primary

Tclucnmmumuians in Kenyn has trav-

reason people have drifted in droves hile German aflsmpts a1 jam-
o ily L o LR BIAIRd- g iranamissions,  The
. Wireless such 45 iexl messaging allies decided b transania

aré also o draw, and people are beginming o

rely on their mohile phe e than just i of one, making i
o ult for the Germans to
In fact. many peogle are so fond of their pick up the complete signal,

wireless phones that they have pulied the plag
om theis fined-line service. This follows the
entry inio the market of Flashcom, a locally
wwned lelecammunications company, that has
added 2 crackle wo fised-line services.

Flashcom's services went live in Nainabi in
November lasi year after several maonths of

d tehephone can

iessapes from mobile phones and
send them 1o any phone equipped wilth the
‘capuhility, fived or wireless

Enjoying fast maver advantage, the frm na-
wnlly fancies nself as the premier fixed wire
s telephone network in the country. It offers

This technology however,
seems to be finding accepl-
ance in bridging the digital
divide in countries where
tedephone aocess is still lim-
e,

Inlike competing sys-
tems, this technology does
not assipn & specific fre-
quemcy Io each user.
Instead. every channel uses
Il available spectrem.
dizal conversations e

Mr Kang'cthe.

COMA service stands oul
because it consisiently pro-
vides better capacity for
voice and data commnics-
tinms. tham other commescial

h- phune connection
and its hassle-free billing system have seen the
subscription 10 this service sulstrip that of land-

fines five-fold. By close of 2005, the numbers mubile technologies. This
of mubile subscribers from the two mohbile  WIRELESS AGE: Wireless providers appear w be creating  aflows more subscribers to connec at any
service providers, Celiel and Safaricom had hit  Flasheom CEO Mr answers to many of the problems that Telkom  given time and receive clear comnections.

the eight million mark, i

awnmg LIJ"IRIS( i Kang'ethe displays a has grappled with, mamy of them inherent in It has been deployed successfully m other

less than 300,000 typlcal headset sold the use of copper cabdes. countries with similar telecommunication
acke by his flrm. In anky this week that Telkom, wh| conditions like oars, In Asia, America ond
5 indusry, and with a long  three months, the il urape. the subscriber hase is growing by

waiting list of anxius subscribers Tirm has attractod ¥ TN people per day.

Bul Mr Amhony Kang'ethe, CEO a1 2,000 a\er‘:MilJ i year 10 maintain cop- Ome of the users of the wireless fived lines,
Flashcom believes that offering the same serv-  undedining the grow-  per cables mach of which is as a resull of van- M James Mathenge, Director of Stralegic
ice thal wircless users can't live without is the  Ing praferencs for dalism. Bureancracy in acquiring telephone  Solar systems says, *Offering SMS over fixed
hﬁl way for fived wirsless limes, sometimes ermonecus or delayed bills  lines is ¢ han just throwing mobile users

telephony
says, "We offer residential and husiness cus-  over coble-based net-  and unreliable services especially duri
taimers an aliernative mesns of communication works.

whose thrust is a

its from both fized line  Prioso/SaM WaMBLGU

@ bome so they won't shandon their traditional
ny seasan keep the phones ringing in the  phone service.

s service desks of Telkom.

was  licemsed by the

and mobile telephany.” Communication  Commission  of Kenya
inehess metworks operate throagh the traes- {CCK) o offer so-called local loap services in
missian of xlgmkmcr netwarks of radin taw- y 2005, oeg 14 firms authorised  Extersding mu capahilities from wireless
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fined lines clearly expands basiness and con-

MANY PEOPLE ;
ARE S0 EOND OF mection between a el
m's central o

.  THEIR WIRELESS

v,  PHONES THAT i
are popular with cU-  THEY HAVE seribers. But tod
‘need ta communici = 3 they trav- (LLOs) are licensed 1w
of areas with inadequate wireline ~ TULLED THE PLUG Iz the defivery
service, and those who simply desire the con-  ON THEIR FIXED- e bscribers, within 2 designated
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